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A PASTORAL MESSAGE FOR THE NEW YEAR FROM REV NICK
HEATION VICAR OF ST DAVID’S CHURCH HOLMBRIDGE

NEW YEAR 2025

So, we have come to the end of another year. The media has been filled
with commentaries on the year that will soon be consigned to history,
and speculative predictions on what lies ahead.

For me new year is always a reflective time; a time for taking stock of
what | am doing with my life, with the time that God has given me.

Human beings have always marked time by significant events. The real
question is not whether we will mark time, but how we will do so. What
events and what messages are we proclaiming in the calendaring of
time?

For the Christian, time is not meant to become a tyrant ruling over us.
Rather, it’s intended to be a teacher, instructing and presenting us with
opportunity and invitations to walk the way of Jesus.

Rather than being dreaded as an enemy, it’s to be cultivated as a friend.
Its role and reach is a part of the redemptive loving plan of God. In the
Incarnation, the Eternal Word became flesh; breaking into time to trans-
form it from within.

The Lord who created time, now gives us time as a gift.

By entering into time He removed the curse it held over all men and
women by defeating death.

In Him, time now becomes a field of choice where we can grow as Je-
sus’ followers, experience fully human life and find real freedom.

We can begin to participate in God's loving plan to recreate the entire
cosmos in and through Jesus Christ.

Time is the road along which this loving plan of redemption proceeds in
our individual lives and in the history of this world. We are invited to par-
ticipate in this loving plan by living our lives close to God, following the
way of Jesus in the church and on our frontlines day by day.

So, how do we view time?
Is it a tyrant ruling over us? Or, is it a tutor, teaching us the way to live
our lives in this world so that they open into eternity?




Christians proclaim a linear timeline in history. There is a beginning and
an end, a fulfilment, which is a new beginning. Time is actually heading
somewhere. That is as true of the history of the world as it is our own
personal histories.

Do we live this way?

Christians mark time by the great events of the Life, Death and Resur-
rection of Jesus Christ. We are moving toward His loving return.

As John recorded in the last book of the Bible; Revelation, our use of
time is meant to bear good fruit. We will bear good fruit ...... if we have
an intimate relationship with the One who both gives and governs time.

So, time is the opportunity for the Christian to bear fruit that lasts.

So how will we, how will you use the time God is giving you in the year
ahead?

How will you deepen and sustain your relationship with him? How can
enjoy closer fellowship with our church family? How can you bear good
fruit for him in your daily life?

Will | find a way (or ways) of finding regular time for God in my life?
Will I make myself open to Him teaching me new things?

Dare | see time, even daily, ordinary work and family life as an oppor-
tunity to serve Him and be a part of his ongoing healing work in the
world?

With love in Christ
Nick

HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM ALL
AT ST THOMAS’




VILLAGE DIARY January 2025

Weds 1 Jan Happy New Year!
2025 Bank Holiday
Thurs 2 Jan Coffee Morning 10.30am —
12 noon
Sun 5lJan Epiphany
Family Service 10am
Mon 6 Jan New School Term starts
Weds 8 Jan WI meeting @SVH 2pm-4pm
Thurs 9 Jan Community Cards Group 2pm-4pm
Sun 12 Jan | Joint Service of Holy Commun- 1lam
ion with Bishop Smitha @ Christ
Church, New Mill
Sun 19 Jan Family Holy Communion Service 9.30am
Thurs 23 Jan | Community Cards Group 2pm-4pm
Choir Practice 7.30pm-
9pm
Sun 26 Jan Joint Service of Holy Commun- 10am
ion with Christ Church, New Mill | Venue TBC
Weds 29 Jan | Mothers Union Meeting 7.30pm
Weds 30 Jan | Please note no Choir Practice
Fri 31 Jan Please note- no Community

Lunch




VILLAGE DIARY February 2025

Sun 2 Feb Family Service 10am
Thurs 6 Feb | Coffee Morning 10.30am-
Choir Practice 12noon
7.30pm-9pm
Sun 9 Feb BCP Holy Communion Ser- 9.30am
vice
Weds 12 Feb | WI meeting @SVH 2pm-4pm
Thurs 13 Feb | Community Cards Group 2pm-4pm
Choir Practice 7.30pm-9pm
Fri 14 Feb School break up for half term
Sun 16 Feb Family Holy Communion 9.30am
Service
Thurs 20 Feb | Choir Practice 7.30pm-9pm
Sun 23 Feb Joint Service of Holy Com- 10am
munion with Christ Church
New Mill @ St T's
Mon 24 Feb | School re-opens after half
term
Weds 26 Feb | Mothers Union Meeting 7.30pm
Thurs 27 Feb | Community Cards Group 2pm-4pm
Choir Practice 7.30pm-9pm
Fri 28 Feb Community Lunch (booking 12 noon

essential)

N.B. Service times and venues may change due to being in

Interregnum




Thurstonland Community Choir News

The Choir had a slightly stumbling start to its Christmas activities with the
cancellation of our performance at the New Mill Christmas Market. Given that
our members are of various ages and locations, and given the amount of
snow that had fallen overnight, it was deemed too unsafe to ask people to
travel.

That cancellation meant that we hadn’t been able to perform the song that
we’d used as the theme for our Christmas tree in church, a jazzy version of
Frank Sinatra’s “Let it snow, let it snow!”. We therefore decided that we’d sing
it at then end of the Carol service in church, which went down well with the
congregation! Indeed the whole Carol service was lovely with a beautiful solo
verse to start “Once in royal David’s city” sung by Dawn Leeming. We also
included a couple of rather lovely carols for ladies in 3 parts, the Ukrainian
“Carol of the bells” and Benjamin Britten’s “Balulalow” from his Ceremony of
Carols.

Our final engagement was leading the Carol singing around Thurstonland
with our friends HD9 Community Brass. As most of you will know we were
looking to collect donations in aid of the Forget Ne Not Children’s Hospice
and engaged some of our younger villagers to help collect donations from
village houses. I’'m sure you’ll agree that our collectors:- Fabien and Pablo
Selka, Guy and Annabel Bailey, and Hettie Langrick were extremely diligent
but courteous in their collecting. We had a good number of villagers come on
the walk and everyone seemed appreciative of the warm mince pies brought
out to the green and provided by the generous Choir members.

s

We are especially grateful and
proud of the efforts of our vil-
lage to support this excellent
cause and we can now report
that on the night our final total
of donations was a magnificent
£521.30. Thank you all so
much!

Contd...




Having finished up at the Rose and Crown, we were generously given a large
pan of soup to warm us all up and, after repaying their kindness by buying
some drinks, we finished our Christmas for 2024 very happily. Since it started
12 years ago, the Community Choir, with the support of Thurstonland villagers,
has raised over £21,000 for local charities, a sum we can all be proud of.

The Choir is now on holiday and will resume rehearsals on Jan 23rd by which
time we hope we may be past most of the coldest days!

A MESSAGE FROM THE PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER

Dear All

The Parochial Church Council (PCC) is conscious that the historical events
leading to the recent resignation of the Archbishop of Canterbury have
raised concerns, which we share.

We would like to reassure you that the safeguarding of all people associ-
ated with the day-to-day operation of St Thomas' lies at our core.

The PCC attend regular courses and have safeguarding policies and pro-
cedures in place, which are regularly reviewed and updated. | am the
dedicated safeguarding officer, Kate Gaunt, and am trained to identify
and respond to any concerns.

We all have a duty of care and we encourage you to report any concerns
or suspicions of abuse or neglect to our safeguarding officer or the Dioc-
esan Safeguarding Team. Your voice matters and we are committed to
maintaining a safe and welcoming environment for everyone.

Sincerely,

Kate Gaunt, Safeguarding Officer, St Thomas’ Church, Thurstonland




COMMUNITY LUNCHES, COFFEE MORNINGS & FESTIVE AFTERNOON TEAS
The coffee mornings continue to be held on the first Thursday in the month
— our thanks go to all who host them. When the School calendar permits,
we welcome some of the older school children who act as waiters for us.
They really enjoy the experience and we hope that we can continue with
this practice in the New Year. The next dates for the coffee mornings are
Thursday 2" January and Thursday 6™ February 2025.

The Community Lunches are also thriving. The November lunch was very
popular and was followed in December by our Festive afternoon Tea. 28
people gathered in the church room, were greeted with a glass of sherry
and were then entertained by the school children who sang Christmas
songs for them. This was followed by the tea - provided and served by our
trusty team of lunch club ladies to whom we are all very grateful for their
generosity. The afternoon ended with small gifts being distributed. There
were 2 people unable to attend and so their teas were delivered to them.
There is no charge for this event as it is supported by profits made at the
Community lunches and the generosity of the team. However, we asked if
those attended could bring something to be donated to the Welcome Cen-
tre. | am pleased to report that their gifts were delivered to the Welcome
Centre in time for Christmas. Our thanks go to all who donated.
Unfortunately, because of holiday and family commitments, there will be no
lunch in January. The February lunch will be held on Friday 28" February
2025 —ring or email me to book a place.

Happy New Year!

Best wishes. Janet

(Tel 663124 or text 07710588275  email — mrswilts@yahoo.co.uk)

COMMUNITY CARDS
The Community Cards Group who make all our used greetings cards into

new ones and sell them to raise funds for the Welcome Centre, continue
to meet in the church room on the afternoons of the 2" & 4™ Thursday
in the month starting again in February. They always have a good selec-
tion of greetings cards available to purchase in the church room. Please
remember that used greetings cards can be left in the box in the church
porch for re-cycling. However, they would like to remind you that they
cannot re-cycle any Christmas Cards this year as they do not make new
Christmas cards anymore.




CHRISTMAS TREE DISPLAY AND TREE LIGHTING SERVICE
The Christmas trees inside and outside the church were lit during a lovely ser-

vice on Advent Sunday, 1 December,
which was led by Ailsa. The first Advent
candle was lit on the wreath. We are
grateful to Irene Miller for making the
wreath, to Richard for providing the out-
side tree, to Lynda, Jo and Sue who once
again decorated the church windows and
to all the Community Groups who dis-
played the trees inside the church.

CHRISTMAS MARKET
We are once more grateful to Richard at the Rose & Crown, for letting us

use one of the pods on the day of the Market, 23rd November. Our Bottle
stall, sale of jigsaws (which were kindly donated by Jacqui Duns) and Ham-
per Raffle raised just over £400 for church funds, despite the best efforts of
Storm Bert to drown or blow us all, away! Thanks to all who supported this
event and those who donated bottles and items for the Christmas Hamper,
your support is much appreciated. Please see below the results of the
hamper raffle and congratulations to Helena & Charlie Day for winning it!

SCHOOL NATIVITY

The school once again held their 2 Nativity performances in church. We
are grateful for their donation of £89.90 towards the church running
costs.

CAROL SERVICE
The Carol Service was held on the morning of 16" December and was

well attended. The service was organised by the Community Choir and
Rev Peter Ingram presided. Refreshments of tea, coffee, mulled wine
and mince pies were served in the church room after the service.



NIGEL GOODY David Lister

MASTER CRAFTSMAN BESPOKE
DRY STONE WALLER PICTURE
For all your dry stone FRAMING
walling requirements Prints, Posters, Paintings

and lllustrations
Free estimates on all work

which includes insurance. PHOTOGRAPHIC
Tel: 01484 663812 RESTORATION
Mobile: 07803 010458 From colour or
monochrome

Professional Member of the National

Dry Stone Walling Association 01484 663993
Registered D.S.W.A Examiner

omh .0“

PODIATRY ®
COMPREHENSIVE FOOT TREATMENT

Donna Hall
Bsc (Hons) MPod HCPC reg. and associates

Clinicappointments and home visits available

DMH Podiatry & Chiropody Ltd
Elmwood Health Centre, Huddersfield Road, Thongsbridge, Holmfirth HD9 3TR
Formerly Elmwood Chiropody & Podiatry

CONTACT: 01484 684757 - dmhpodiatry@gmail.com




THURSTONLAND MOTHERS’ UNION Ny'QN
meets on the last Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm in St
Thomas’ Church Room

Jenni Wohlman writes:

| hope everyone has enjoyed the Christmas festivities. It seems a long time since our
last branch meeting in November when we
had the chance to practise some Chair Yo- =
ga. Katy Martins put us through our paces
and it was clear that we all found the experi-
ence both bengficial and enjoyable.

We do not have a meeting in December but
many of us are involved in the various *
Christmas activities in the village, not least .=
the ever-popular Christmas Tree display in
the church. This year's Mothers’ Union con-
tribution represented our organisation’s cur-
rent campaign ‘Empower Her Literacy’ which
aims to raise awareness of women'’s illitera-
cy and promote the importance of educating
women of all ages .

Our first opportunity to meet in the New Year
is at 1 pm on Monday 8t January when we
take part in the International Wave of Pray-
er. After the prayers we will have a chance
to catch up over refreshments.

The next event in January is our Party on Wednesday 29t at 7.30 pm. Always a very
merry affair, we usually have excellent attendance. | do hope to see everyone that
night as, very sadly, it will be my last meeting as Branch Leader. It has been a real
privilege and, despite my initial misgivings at taking over after the irreplaceable Barba-
ra Neale stepped down, | have met with nothing but support and friendship, for which |
thank you all.

All this means, as you know, that from now on the branch members will decide how
you wish to proceed. February is traditionally the meeting where we have an oppor-
tunity to share precious memories around a chosen topic and each person brings a
relevant article or photograph.

| feel sure the branch will continue to go from strength to strength. You can always call
me on 07940 791784, in fact | hope you will keep in touch.. Wishing you every blessing
in 2025.
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Phone: 01484 660661 or 07989 650398
Email: thurstonlandva@gmail.com
Website: thurstonland.org.uk

THURSTONLAND
Village Association

Writing this after Christmas, the sun is
shining, the temperature is almost into :
double figures, and the recent morning i

mist that has filled the valley below has —--—-—-‘;*“""F e
i -,

been ‘burnt’ off. How different from the *,,s** s .-\_.
winters when the village would be cut ;.'\ B |

off from the outside world by heavy W "z- s

snowfalls. In 2013, 1982, 1963, 1953 N

and especially 1947, winters were

Haw cliff Lane 1953

particularly bad for the country and

especially for this village, as its height above sea level exacerbates the
problem. | sometimes wonder if we’ll ever see snow again in Thurston-
land, and on a broader front, what are the implications of these changes?

Looking back over 2024, the death of the TVA’s chairman was a terrible
shock for all of us who knew John. He’d volunteered to take on the job
when there were shrinking numbers coming to meetings, and several
officers and committee members had retired after many years of service,
but several more villagers came along to meetings and the association is
now in a healthier position. He will be sadly missed.

The last year has seen several people move into the village and add their
names to the growing email list that has been so useful in passing on news
of events and the expanding website contains details of all village groups
and six local walks. Hopefully, all residents received a newsletter in De-
cember — thanks to all who helped in its production.

Thanks must go to all who help make the village a friendly community.
A HAPPY NEW YEAR from all at the TVA.
Next Meeting: 7.30pm, Monday, March 3™ at the Cricket Club
All villagers welcome!

St Thomas Parish Church
Thurstonland

X @ThurstonlandVillageAssociation




CHRISTMAS HAMPER DRAW 15 December 2024

PRIZE WINNERS

Name

Prize

Helen & Charlie Day

Large Hamper

Penny Lunn

Small Hamper

Joy Lane

Large Cath Kidston Gift Set

Richard Wood

Bottle of Baileys

Simon Farrar

Small Cath Kidston Gift Set

Brenda Vale

Molton Brown Gift Cracker

Michelle Ellwood

Rebecca Tracey Candle

Helen Gaunt

Thorntons Chocolates

Brian Herbert

Votive Gift Set

Simon Farrar

Laura Ashley Bath Cream

Win Avey

Gonk Candle Set

John Stewart

Ladies Bracelet

Fiona Noble Ladies Gloves and Perfume
Joy Sharrock Cheese platter

Sarah Todd Miniature ports

Gilly Cummings Table decoration

Becky (Rose & Crown)

Melter, wax melts & tea lights set

Joan Callan

Box of biscuits

Renee Rowden

No 7 skin care set

13



CHRISTINGLE
This year the Christingle Service was once again held at 3pm on
Christmas Eve. It was a lovely service led by Ailsa who told the sto-
ry of the Nativity. It was well attended by approximately 40 adults
and 11 children. The Posada was returned to church by Lottie and
her family and the figures (including the “Wonky Donkey”) were
placed in the Nativity scene in -
church. Our thanks go once
more to Lynda & Sue who made
the Christingles for us and to
Joe who helped to distribute
them.

We are extremely grateful to all
the retired clergy in the Team
who are filling Sean’s shoes in covering our services during the
Interregnum, but especially to Ailsa who took both the Christingle
Service and the Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve. Our thanks too
to Graham and Angela for providing such excellent music for our
services and to Brian for replacing the old CD player with one that
works brilliantly!

VISIT BY BISHOP SMITHA, THE BISHOP OF HUDDERSFIELD —

12™ JANUARY 2024

You are invited to a special service of Holy Communion on Sunday Janu-
ary 12th at 11am when we will be joining with our friends at Christ
Church, New Mill for a Eucharist , which will be celebrated by the Rt.
Reverend Bishop Smitha Prasadam, Bishop of Huddersfield.

Everyone is most welcome to come along and we hope that as many
people as possible will take the opportunity to chat with the Bishop over
a cup of tea after the service.

14




A GIFT IN MEMORY OF JOAN & JOHN BATTYE

At the Advent service on 1t December, Allison & Julie, the daughters of
Joan & John Battye presented the church with a lovely slate candle holder
in memory of their parents, for which we are very grateful. John was
Churchwarden at St Thomas’ and Joan Branch Leader of the Mothers’ Un-
ion. They worshipped at St Thomas' for many years and their ashes are
buried in the Memorial Garden.

North Wales was a dearly loved place for the whole family and the candle
holder is made of Welsh slate from the mine in Blaenau Festiniog , North
Wales. The family hope that those who wish to remember loved ones find
comfort being able to light a candle in remembrance.

(XY X X ] . Candle holder in memory of Joan & John Battye

|
|

REMEMBRANCE DAY

The Remembrance Day Service was led by Rev Dr Steve Dixon and was
well attended. Those present at the service processed to the War Me-
morial and were joined by many other members of the local community
for the laying of wreaths. The Royal British Legion were represented, the
flag lowered and a bugler played The Last Post. Wreaths were laid by
the RBL, the church, the TVA and the Parish Council. The RBL have

thanked the community for buying poppies in church and for the retiring
collection after the service

- -

| !
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ST THOMAS’ CHURCH SERVICES

www.thurstonland.org or www.newmillpc.org.uk

January 2025
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February 2025
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THANK YOU LETTER FROM SEAN

Rev’d Canon Sean and Mrs Sally Robertshaw
Shepley
Huddersfield

Email: revsean10@gmail.com

17 November 2024
Dear friends,

We have been overcome with your good wishes and expressions of love for us, our
time amongst you and for our future. Words cannot adequately express our grati-
tude; the whole experience of leaving behind us 28 years of living was always going
to be a challenging one. Your love and prayers have helped carry us through some
of these moments. The service celebrating All Saints and the following lunch on
the 3rd of Nov at Christ Church was overwhelming.

We will have moved into our home by the end of the month and my new role in
the diocese as director of vocations is beginning to take shape. It’s only eatly days
but we managed to hook up with friends on the other side of Sheffield recently to
join their celebration for 20 years of ‘Outcry’. You might remember they are the
band that supported us at many of the Folk Festival services in Holmfirth. It felt
good to be with a fellowship praising God. I think we might well enjoy the flexibil-
ity and opportunity to experience different worship styles and denominations. We
are sure God is with us, and that provision is being made for the Holme Valley
congregations.

As we journey towards advent and the beginning of the new lectionary year we will
continue to hold you in our prayers, praying often for you with love and affection
in our hearts. The new lectionary will present Luke’s Gospel. The writer affirms his
reason for writing, v4 “So that you may know the certainty of the things you have
been taught.” Stay strong in the Lord in these uncertain times and trust in God
always. We pray that God will continue to bless you.

Very many thanks for your good wishes, gifts and friendship.

Yours faithfully,

Sean. Sally, William and Lydia.
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Rotas and prayers contd..

Brass cleaning in February— Sue Todd

Praying for our neighbours

During January:
Crangle Fields, Cross Lane, Stocksmead

During February:
The Village, Greenside, Bankside

Andrew P.
Lockwood

A.Ch.P.
Chiropodist
All Foot Ailments Treated
CORNS - VERRUCAE
CALLOUSES (Hard Skin)
ATHLETES FOOT, Etc.

Home visits — Prompt attention

Tel: 01484 687632
07971355078

SMITHY’S

PRIVATE HIRE
AIRPORT TRANSFERS

All airports & Seaports Covered

Tel: 666621
Mob: 07799 462196

e-mail:
smithysprivatehire@gmail.com

Colin Smith
45 Oakes Lane
Brockholes
HD9 7AR

£ \J
AEve
L:\cgﬁ
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Love Your Feet

Mellors Florists

Reflexology

111 Westgate

Almondbury

Huddersfield

HD5 8XQ

A gentle,
FlOWEfS for holistic treatment to the feet
All Occasions which aids healing.

Suitable for all ages.
May help all kinds of ailments;

Tel: 01484 427773 stress-related conditions,

Opening times migraine, etc.
Mon - Fri  8.45am — 5pm Rachael Saville M.A.R.

Saturday  8.30am - 12.30pm Tel: 689057
Mobile: 0778 3681451

K &K
CARPET CARE

15 Stocks Way
Shepley
Tel: 01484 606564
Mobile 07808 395952

Your local carpets
& upholstery
cleaning expert & carpet fitter

GUARDSMAN
STAIN PROTECTION

Free quotations
without obligation




HELPING YOU EVERY STEP OF THE WAY

Your Local Funeral Professionals

* Local experts creating Traditional,

Colourful and Natural funerals to

meet all ])(“l‘.\'()llil] I't'(|llil'(‘l1](fll(s

* Available 24 hours a day providing
the highest levels of service with

(‘ompu.\'sirm and l‘t‘Sl’)t‘(_'I

Our caring, respectful and professional
services start from just £1,995.

For further information please visit:
www.dignityfunerals.co.uk/local

7, u
l@\\ Part of Dignity plc. A British company

4

T. W. BIRKS

Holme Valley Funeral Home,
Woodhead Road,
Huddersfield HD9 2PR

Tel: 0148 468 3322

e
C——
Dignity

WITH DISTIN

Your local electricians

H2H Services Ltd

All electrical work undertaken
Domestic — Commercial — Indus-
trial

No job too small Free estimates and advice
All work and materials guaranteed for 12
months
Our prices won’t shock you

Ring Paul or Brian ELECS A
Paul 07875485191 PART P
Brian 07875 515826

Office; 01484 666790
Email paul@h2hservicesltd.co.uk
www.h2hservicesltd.co.uk

ANDREW
CROOKES

COMPREHENSIVE
PLUMBING &
HEATING SERVICE
GAS SERVICING &
TILING
GAS SAFE REG. GAS INSTALLER
LANDLORDS GAS SAFETY
CERTIFICATES ISSUED
A.P.H.C. LICENSED PLUMBER

Call 01484 602010
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SAINT THOMAS’
The Parish of Thurstonland in the
Upper Holme Valley Team Ministry
in the Anglican Diocese of Leeds

THE CHURCH
OF ENGLAND

Ministers

Vicar (Vacant)

Rev Ailsa Brooke 01484 883278
Churchwardens

Janet Wiltshire, 52, The Village, Thurstonland 01484 663123
Richard Wood, 11, Moor Top Avenue Thurstonland 01484 662752
PCC Secretary

Janet Wiltshire, 52, The Village, Thurstonland 01484 663123

PCC Treasurer
Lynda Booth, 3, Moor Top Avenue, Thurstonland 07742 730591

Parish Giving Officer
Contact Lynda Booth or Janet Wiltshire

Mothers’ Union

Jenni Wohiman ‘Hudd Royd’ 4 Top of the Hill,
Thurstonland 01484 663996

Safeguarding & Children’s Ministry contact kgauntl5@gmail.com

Usual times of Church Services

10.00am  1st Sunday each month A Service of the Word.

9.30am 2nd Sunday each month Sung Holy Communion BCP
9.30am 3rd Sunday each month Sung Family Eucharist

11.00am  4th Sunday each month Eucharist @ Christ Church
10.00am 5th Sunday each month Team Eucharist (see mag for info)
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